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PREFACE

There are many translations of the Daodejing in Western languages, all of
them more or less differing in their translational renderings. And at times, it
seems, that it is difficult to establish and to perceive what the intended
meaning was behind the words and characters in the original text.

This edition is not another translation of the Daodejing in a Western
language. Rather, it is a carefully prepared edition of the original Chinese
text according to Wang Bi including different kinds of study aids with the
needs of a Western user in mind:

First, we have included versions of the original Chinese text in both
traditional and simplified characters as well as a text version fully
transcribed in the phonetic transcription system Hanyu Pinyin below
each Chinese character in the original text (pp. 1 — 61).

Next, we have provided translation aids on words and characters
found in the original text, including classical and more modern shades
of meaning so as to cover all possible nuances of word meanings in the
original text that may play a role when translating portions the
classical original text in a Western language. Word Annotations have
been given according to order of appearance in the text, according to
alphabetical order in Hanyu Pinyin and according to frequency of
occurrence in the Chinese text (pp. 62 — 124).

Finally, we have included also concordance-like aids in form of a
Daodejing Concordance Index and a Daodejing Concordance Reference
Text upon which the Concordance Index is depends (pp. 125 — 143) in
the location of an entry. We hope that this will help you in searching
for certain words, phrases and characters as they occur in the text
according to certain contexts. For sure, this will give you a better
insight on what the intended meaning behind a character, word and
phrase is in the Chinese text. These concordance aids are by no means
intended to replace a complete fully edited concordance of the text.
This is a work yet to be accomplished. Currently, it is still quite
difficult and even at times impossible to process Chinese texts in the
Concordance software available for publishing purposes. However, we
hope that this first concordancing solution on the text we can
currently offer here will suffice for basic purposes in exegeting the
intended meaning behind a word, phrase and character as used in the
text.

May 2007 Muhammad Wolfgang G. A. Schmidt



CHINESE TEXT OF THE DAODEJING

Classical — Traditional Characters
Without Pinyin and Word Annotations

1

HEL:

EWIE, FEIE. AWA, RS, BEARMZY: FLEWZE. WHEE, SKCIE
Hip; ¥H, SOBEM. g, MBEmEL, ABzX. ZZXX, RBPZF,

2

HEL:

RTEMEZAHE, HBC. BREIR/E, FAEC. AEMLE, BHMEK RE
¥, "mTMHEE, TEMAMN, fRME. Eth. RUBANREAZHE, TASZH:
BYMETI RS, MR, RN, RTASE. KMERE, RUAE.

3

TBEL:

AHE, FRAFE; AEHBZE, FRA®RE; ARATHK, FROAFEL. 2UEAN
ZH, BHEDLD, BHEE, HHEE, BmEE. FEREMNER. FREEASHAL. &
®5, RIERNG,

4

TBE:

B, MAZEARE. e, PEYMZF; B, PBEE. BAMEZTF, 2F2
5.

5

TBEK:

KA, DB ASR, EANMD, UEBASH. Kbz M, H@ESEL? EWm
A, Fmat. 285, ~AuTFH.

6

TBEL:

BAPAIE, REXG. ZHZM, EFERMMR. BESE, A2 .

7

HEL:
REMA . RMFTURERAAZE, UHABLE, WaERE. BRUENRH SIS E;
MBS L ERIR? BT

8

EEAL:

EEEK. KEREVTUAFE, BRAZFE, BERE. FEM, LEHN HE
. BRI, BEE, HEER, BER. RMEAE, M.

9

B

Bz, AumHED; Moz, AaRRE. &EERE, RZ6aT; E8mE, 58
H4&, NEHR, RZEH.

10

B

BB —, RRERET? ERAE, B RT? BRZXE, IR T? ERHER,
AT KPR, REAMET? BIEIUE, REERT?

11



BEL:

=+8g, H£—8, BHE, FHIH. SEHUAR, BHE, ARZ2H. BFRBUA
=, BHE, B2E2H. 862 UEF, £ ULAH.

12

BEL:

HtEASANEHE:; A4S AEE; ARASAOK,; BuBEEE, SN 08IE; BE2E,
SMNTY . RUEBARBEAZE, MEHFIUL.

13

BEK:

ERAE, BRBEEG. EEEEE? EAT, B2EE, REE, S2HERS
. MEEEXKEFE? EUAKREE, /REFH, RELHS, EEME? HEUS
BHRT, HAFKT; BUEAHRT, HAFELERTF.

14

BEK:

PZAR, BER; B2 AH, 2B%; BZ2AHT, 2EM. B=FA TG, H0E
M&A—. LA, TR, oA E, BERAY. 2EERZR, B9
%, Zmtt. WX ARKE, X ARE. hcE, UBSZH., BRAHE,
ErRIBEAC .

15

TBEL:

HZEHEE, MPZE, HFATH. REATH, BOEAZE. BSEXW); i
SEBIIM; BoHER; MoEERRE; BoH A, BESHES: BoHLEE;
BoHER; HoEEIL, FEREBUFZIRE? L USZRE? REE, A5
B, RMERNE, WRERT B

16

TBEK:

BUEME, THE. BOWIE, BUBE. RYEZE, SEREIR. BREE, FEE
firo BaEE, MEEHH. NME, 2EX. 9EE, BN, 2T, 277K, R
T, BA, BERFR,

17

TBEK:

AKt, RaFz; Hk, SimBr; HK, Bz; HK, Bz. GAEE, E4AfE
5. KoHET., REE, AEEE: REA

18

TBEK:

j(ﬁﬁ}%’ ﬁ'fzz%; %‘%Hj} ﬁj(ﬁ%; /_‘\‘%EZ:“%H; ﬁi%; %@%L: ﬁfggo

19

TBEL:

MEnE, RANEME 81LER, REZXE;, @580, BHESRS. K=2D&L,
A, WESEIE: REHE, DEEK BE2EE.

20

TBEL:

Mz BHE, MEHM? EZHE, HEFM? AZFE, A AE, e, HRXR
k! RARE, mzEXE, WERE. RAPSY, HRIK; e, mBRZ KE;
BEY, HEME. RANEER, MEEEFE. RBAZOHEE! (SARE, RAEE
B. A%, RAEMM. RABHU, MmBEHEES. RBEAN, WERL.

21



BEL:

LEZ A, HEER. BZ2/Y, HERHER. Botte, HPFS;: weotls, He
Y. #9EY, HyHEE: HEER, HbHRE. BSkh, HEFAE, DRER
o BfIDMRBEZMRE? DUt

22

B

mAle, HAE, S0&E, WAFE, SRIZ, ZRIX. 2ZUEBEAH—FHBRTRK. A8
R, W, A&, W¥; ~EK WED:; AR, M. KEAFE, MR THERE
Wz F, HZREMAIEE, BSES®R! BeEmBEz.

23

B

#a B, WHENKE, BNAKH. BAsltE? Rith, REUWARBA, TMHRA
T2 MR ERIEE, FRE; fEE, FRE RE, ARK. ARIES, BEIERE
2 [ENEE, IR RRKE, RI%EEBZ. GARE, AAGEE.

24

TBEL:

EHEAR; BEAMT; BREAYH; AREAE; BRERY; BBREAR. HEE
#, BH: R8E&E. WHEZ, WEEESIE.

25

TBEL:

FYNRE, GRMAE. HSEY, BWIYMAR, FTMASR, ATUARMEE. &AM
H4Z, MFPZHE, BMAZEZHA K. KHE#, #HiFE, ERk. HEK, KX, #

K, NIFRK. BHENK, MABEE—F. Nk, #iER, REE, BEAR.
26
HEL:

BN, FARE. RUBTFRAMTAIEHE. BAERE, MEBR. SMERZ
F, MUSRRT? AR, BRAKE,

27

TBEL:

FITEHE, S5 8EBH; SRAHER; SHERETATE, S&EMELAMA
fRt. RUEANESRAN, WEZEN; EZRY, WEEY. 288, HEAE, 7
TANZHE; ANEANE, BEAZE. AEHAE, AREE, B8 KK, EEED.

28

TBEK:

SECHE, SPIOME, ARTE. HRTE, HEAE, SR8, mHEg, THE,
HBRTH. BHRTH, HETE, BEAE. mHEa, ssHE, ART. &#KT
A, HEAR, BERER. MNERIAE, EAHZ, AIAEER, BREARE.

29

TBEK:

BB R T AL, EREANME. RIS, Ast, A, HERZ, #H
FHRZ. RUBNES, WER £, WEKR. BWWSRITEME; SESWK; 58K
B BEEEE. BUEAEZE, £F, £33

30

BEL:



4

DL AN EE, AURIERT. HEIFIE. 2, fiiEEs. KEZ2E, DFX
£, BHERMDS, AUNGE. R, Roak, RunE. RmABS, Ry
R, YHRIE, BREAE, NERC.

31

BEL:

RERE, PHEZH, YREZ, WEEEALNER. BTFRAUEL, ARMESA. &
Az s, EEF2H, AMEEmAHZ, BRA&EL. BmASE, mMEzH, BEK
Ao REBRANE, AIARTBERRTR. FTFENAL, XEMNAE. MEERL, LEE
JBA, SUEMEY . RAZR, BN, BBLIEEEY .

32

B

BHEELE. B/, RTEEE. BEERTZ, EWKBEE. REE, DBEH
#E, REZAMEY. BHE%, 2I8A, RKIKEIE, FIERT AR, BEZ 7
KT, BB TIE.

33

TBEL:

MAEE, BEWH. BAEE S, BFE#E. MEEE. MITEARASE. PREFME
Ao FEMATEF.

34

TBEL:

K&z o, HuZih. BYWREZULAETNAE, IEmAR. KEEYWNAKZE, Al4
AN BYIREWASE, LK. UHEEARBAKR, BMEEHREK.

35

TBEL:

WKRE, RKFE. FNAE, ©FR. $HEE, BFIL. BxHO, RPEHLEK, B
ZARR, EZ2ARHE, BZALEE.

36

B

Bk, DR HaSSz, LRy, HakEz, BDiREYy, BEERZ, Wil
B, B, ZEBHEE. AATTRTH, BZRBZATLRA.

37

B

BEESTEAS. FIERTZ, BUKBWL. IWERIE, EREZLERZHE.
SEZ VA, AR, ARUEF, RTF#HBELE.

38

B

brEAE, 2UAME;, FEANKME, SR Em, FEESMENS; TEESWA
Ko PR TMER; LB R/ZMAEUS. LBAEZMRZE, AEEmMNHZ. &
KRIEWMARE, REMEIT, RECMERR, RBMEE. REE, BE2HE, Ml
H. BIME, BZE, MEZH. BURKLKRERE, AEHE; EHE, fFEH
#, WEFEU.

39

TBEK:

B2/ —F: RE—UE; 8 —DE;, B8 —DUE;, 58 —U4E; EE-D/RT
E. HEizd, BBRELNE, AR, mEisE, WA, MEDIE, R HE
DAEE, #Rhug; EAECIAE, R FEEEUE, HRK. REUBAAX, ST



5

RE. RUETERBIN. B, A HIEDBAARR? 7?2 HBEEE. S
BREE, BEUA.

40

TBEK:

REEZ B, FEEZH. RTEYWERE, BERE,

41

TBEK:

Lt rEE, BmiTre; PEEE, HEET, FTXEE, REZ. AMELASRUAIE.
WESAEZ: HIEEK: BEFE; RESFE; HEES: RAERE; BEERE:
BEE A, HEEW; KFER; REBME:; KEFE; RREK; EREEE. KM
B, #8HE.

42

BEK:

BAE—, —4&Z, 4=, Z4EY. BMARTHE, WERUA&EM. A28, M
M. FE. ALY, MEALUAE. WYWBIEB2 MR, HE2BE. AZFH, BRIFH
Zo HBRENGHI, EUASEL.

43

BEK:

RKFZEFR, BBERTZER, BANEMH, ERUMBAZHR. A528H, &5
2, REHERZ.

44

BEK:

HEGHP? GHEREL? BHETHKR? EEULKRE; ZBLET. WAEARE, &
1EARFE, ATBRA.

45

BEL:

KEEs, AR, REEMW, HAASE. KEEHE, KRGEH, KEEN. 35
B, . BEFAKRKTIE.

46

BEL:

RKTHIE, AEBUE. RTFEE, REERR. MEKRARNE; GERNARE.
BENEZ R, BRR,

47

BEK:

AP, MKRT; AER, RRKE. HBHE, Lm5Eb. 2DEANMTIM, AR
T, AT

48

BEK:

AFHZ, AEH#E. B2 XE, URRES. EAMERS. WRTHEUESE, &
HAEH, FEVECKRT,

49

BEK:

BEANFEDL, DEGLAL. B, BEZ;, ~NEE, BIEZ; BE. 5%, B
Z; Me#, BIMs2: #BfE. EALERT, KB, /HATHELDL, AHEEFHEE
H, BEABEZ.

50

BEK:
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HEANE. £, +H=; 2k, TE=: AZ24%E, Bizids, FE=. K
ik ? DEHAZE. BEEBHEE, BITABRE, NEAMERRE; RERTEHRA,
REFTAEN, REFAERT]. Rfri? DAL,

51

BEL:

BAEZ, BEZ, kL, Bz, RUEVEAEENRE. E2¥, B2 H, K
HZamE ER. BUBEZ, BEZ; RZBZ: BMcR; B2EBZ. £ETAHAE,
AMARE, RMAE. 2iEXME,

52

B

RTEH, UAKRTE. BREEE, Doy, BFHE, ®EAR5HR. EHG, X
M, &A%, HEE, BHE, K540/ R/ABEE, FERH@E. AHEE, BEHE
B, MESE; 2ABYE.

53

B

ERNRFM, ITTFRE, LR, KEEE, MAGR. HER, HEE, g8
s IR, HAIR, R, MERG: RAKH. JEEhiR!

54

B

BEREAK, BHERAR, FHRURERE. Bz s, HEDE; B2RR, His
Tikgs B2, HER; B2, HEJ8E, B2 RRT, HETE, Sla
Bg, DARBIRK, UUSEAE, DUREIT, DARTERT. BMUARTARE? Pk,

55

TBEL:

Sl B, WRAT. B8, REBAE, BRAH. BHHEMER. RKadtst
Z2EMBE, Bz2th. KHEMAE, iz, MEE, MEEH. R4
. OMERESE. YHAIZE, B2 AE, AERE.

56

TBEL:

WMEAS, SEAM. BHE, FHL, HE, FEE, 2EZH. 84ATHEm
M, AABRWMER; ABmHR, AfEmE; AEmME, AUEmME. MART
=

57

TBEK:

DLIEWRE, UAHHE, DEFRRT. BMLMEASE? Dt: RTZ 538, MRME
B; ANZHRE, BREE: ALY, FUERE; B2 UE, BWEH. HEANE:
RES MERBEMWL:; REF, MRELE; RESHE WMREE; REK MRAE.

58

TBEK:

HEGHN, HEEE, HBsEg, HREE. BUBEAFTAZ, BOAR, BEMA
B, WM. MoBEZE, meofme k. SAnEmE? REEDL., EEAT, &
BRk. N2k, HHEBEA.

59

BEK:
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BAER, REL. KA, 285K BERECEHEE;, EREREST; BFx
RIZGEAR; Mg, ATUAER; FB2t, ATUREA; ZEEREE EEAR
ZiB.

60

BEL:

WBRE, HE/EF. DUERKT, HAEAH; EHRAM, HMAEN; EHLHAE
N> BAINDMEN. RMAHE, MERLRS.

61

BEK:

KIHETW, RT24, RTF2AZW. sFECLFFB, AT . BORHLIT AN,
RIEC/NER; /AMRPATI RIS, BUECRHR. #E FLAEL, BT mEl. KIPAEITEE N,
INEABRNEN. RMESBILTER, KEERHT.

62

BEK:

BEEYMZR, EANZE, REANZFR. RSATLUHE, RTAUMA. AZHR
B, MEZH? BOLRTF, BZA, BHEEBEDUEINE, AulERE. HZHUR
WIEEM? AE: KB, FRUAI? MARTE.

63

B

MR, BEFE, REK. BERILS, SKRARM; RTH#E, METHE, RTXK
o, WMERM. 2UBEAKAER, HMEEREK. REELER, 25058, 20
BEANMHY, MR EER,

64

TBEL:

HZG%, EREKGH. HEGE, HEMAEE. B2REKRA, BZRKRIL. 812
K, ERBEXR; LEZE, BREL; TEZIT, BRET. RZRFE, ¥ THEEM
Wz, TEE&WE, RIEEE.

65

TBEL:

W2 EAES, EUHR, HLUERZ. RZEBHR, UHEEL. MUERE, BZB;
AURERE, BZAE. MEmEI R, s, & “XE” . “XM” g2,
ER, BYRR, RIETIZKIE,

66

TBEK:

2 URAEATE, UHBTZ, BRAsa8TE. 2UBASKLER, RUFT
Zs #RER, BHEZ., RUEBAEFTMRAE, BiimRAE. B2URT %M
AR UHANFE, MR TREEHRZ F,

67

TBEK:

RTEHREKR, PIAE. REKR, BPAE. HH, AREMABR! RE=HE, FF
MmfRz. —HZE, ZHE&, ZBEARBAHRTLE. BWEH; @HRERE:; FBAKRT
5, MEERBRE. A% HE; &GHE; §%H%; R RECEAE, TR
B, RigRz, DAEHEZ .

68

BEL:
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BRTE, AR B8HE, AR SBEE, A8E; EHAE, /BZT. BEAFZ
18, ZAANZS, RFEERTZAE,

69

TBEK:

HAERES: BABAL, MAR:; ABUE~S, MER. 2HETEST; BEE,; 18
MG R, MAEKARE, KSEEE. WhiEMAE, REBR.

70

TBEK:
ESsESmM, EHT. RTERM, LT,
M. MBER, MREE. 2UEAPEEE.
71

TBEK:

WA, EBER; As, wth. RMEERR, BUASH. BARNRE, UHBER, Z2UAR
I o

12

TBEK:

RAEE, MIRKEE. EREFAE, EREA4E. REAR, 2UAKR. 2UEANE
MABR;:; BEAEBE. WEEEUT.

73

TBEK:

BB, BRABANG. WE, SAEE. R2E, BER? R2iE, A
FMER, FSMEE, AEMAER, SRmES. REKK, HmAK.

74

TBEK:

RAETE, RLIGIEL ? HHREER, MATE, SEIMKL, HE? EFHH
mEH. RRAIFZER, ZBAKREFR, RRKEWE, BEMEHLFR,

75

TBELK:

Rz#, DEEGMzE, 2UUtgE. R2®8K, UHEZHA, 2UEHG. RZRB
B, UHEkRAZE, BRI, KMEEAAE, REREE.

76

TBELK:

ANZHEWMFESG, HIethiBReh, SRz AW, HILWMEE, MRmEILZE, F55

EFhZ . RUEERIIK, KERIHr. 8RBT, RFEL.

77

TBELK:

RZiE, HRMRESK? SFEMZ, TEHEREZ;, AREHRZ, AEfEfz. RZIiE, #
FHRmMEAL. N2, RIAR, BAELER®R. FEBEHFEHRUERT, HEHEX.
B ANSTARE, MR, HAKAE.

78

TBELK:

RTFEEFHTK, MBABEEE R, UHELDSGZ. F2BME, LB, KT
BINGN, HEREAT. RUEANE: B2, EEARE; ZEBAH, BARTE. E
L

79

BEK:

EHR, FEE. KRR, RUARR
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