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Preface

The Story of the White Snake (also called Bai Niangzi, the White Girl) and her female
companion Xiao Qing (also known as the Green Snake), the evil monk Fahai and the later
husband of Bai Niangzi, Xu Xian, are the main characters in this famous Chinese folk
legend.

This story exists in various versions that slightly differ from one another, and its plot and
main characters must have been first transmitted orally before ever being written down for
the first time at some time in the Southern Song Dynasty. The characters and the plot are
clearly embedded in popular Daoist motifs and settings, and you need to be aware of these
specific cultural settings in order to fully understand and appreciate its contents.

The Chinese people, irrespective of their social status and educational background, have
always known to appreciate the contents of this story which indeed has been so popular
that it has become the subject of Peking operas and many movies.

In this edition, we present the full Chinese text of this story in a Putonghua (contemporary
spoken language) version for the purpose of training Chinese Reading Comprehension.
This is done in the hope that Western students of the Chinese language will come to love
this story, its characters and plot, as the Chinese do and thus gain insight into an important
aspect of traditional Chinese culture.

We have divided the contents of this story into 4 parts that are intended to serve as four
major learning steps in Chinese reading comprehension from lower intermediate to upper
intermediate language difficulty level. For each part, we have added Chinese Pinyin
transcription above the text and a Chinese-English Word Glossary to be followed by 30
carefully designed Reading Comprehension Exercises for each part and the Answer Keys
for each part.

In the appendix, we have added the full Chinese text of this story and comprehensive
indices for the characters and words appearing in the texts with respect to Frequency of
Occurrence and relevance for the different levels of the official Chinese language exams
(HSK). Finally, there is a comprehensive Chinese-English Word Glossary covering the
entire text.

Readers who have purchased the printed copy of this book are entitled to download the
digital version of the book with sound files included to have the text read aloud on a
computer (Western Windows XP or higher with Chinese language support installed). For
more details on where to find and how to download the additional digital version of the
book, please kindly contact the publisher (by email at: info@viademica.de).

We hope you enjoy the book and that it helps you training your Chinese Reading
Comprehension!

July 2008 The Publishers



Summary of Contents

A female white snake demon, Bai SuZhen, dreams of becoming a goddess, so she takes on
human form and goes to the human realm. There she meets a green snake demon, Xiao Qing,
who causes disasters in the area she lives. Bai SuZhen holds her captive at the bottom of a lake,
though she promises the green snake that she'll come back in three hundred years to free her.
After three hundred years she keeps her promise and frees her. They become sisters. Then they
meet a sorcerer called FaHai who believes that every demon should be eliminated. But FaHai
also knows that Bai SuZhen is already in the process of becoming a goddess. He can't eliminate
her immediately so he vows that he will if he sees them again.

Bai and Qing rested in a half world called Ban Bu Duo where they try to do good things by
bringing rain to a places that hasn't had any water for three years. But Qing caused a great
disaster which almost flooded the whole town! Bai, sadly, loses her chance of becoming a
goddess, but Guan Yin informs her that she may have another opportunity.

However, Bai and Qing have accidentally brought a scholar Xu Xian and his friend to the demon
world. Bai has to protect them from the demons. After the battle with the Leader of the
underworld, Xu Xian confesses his feelings for Bai, claiming that from the first time he saw her it
was like love at first sight. But in order for a human to go back to the human world they have to
be knocked by ghosts who will make them forget everything. Xu Xian knows about this so he
avoids getting knocked and is about to go into the other realm when FaHai tricks him into being
knocked.

Now Xu Xian is back into the human world but has forgotten everything. Since he and his friend
went through the portal separately they land in separate places. There Xu Xian meets many new
people.

Soon after Bai takes the final step to becoming a goddess which is to collect human tears, Bai
sees Xu Xian with another girl and assumes that they are a couple. The former green snake, Xiao
Qing, figures that Xu Xian got knocked by the ghosts, but also realises that when Xu Xian and
Bai meet, Xu Xian will again fall in love with Bai. They got married, opened a medicine shop
and lived happily.

But since demons and humans aren't supposed to marry, the town was struck by a plague and it
was soon on the verge of becoming extinct. Bai, Qing and Fahai finally agreed to a truce and
obtained the magical herb needed to help the population.

Later Bai gets pregnant, but Fahai continues to try to eliminate her and Qing.

On the fifth day of the fifth month, the Dragon Boat Festival is held. On that day demons revert
to their true selves. Bai thus decides to take Qing and Xu Xian back to Ban Bu Duo, but Xu Xian
falls for FaHai's tricks yet again and Bai shows her true self, scaring Xian literally to death! Bai
retrieves the herbal medicine and brings Xian back to life.

But after giving birth to a son Bai can't control herself anymore and is forced to tell her husband
the truth about her origins. Xian kindly accepts her, but Fahai then attacks the weakened Bai and
holds her to eternal captivity in the Leifeng Pagoda.

Source: Wikipedia - the free encyclopedia (English, 2008)
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Other Background Information

Two Chinese actresses acting as the White and the Green Snake

Modification of Story Contents

In “Jing Shi Tong Yan”, Madame White/Madame Bai did not have a name. 'Bai Suzhen' was
only later created.

The story in “Jing Shi Tong Yan” was a story between righteous and evil with Fahai out to save
Xu's soul from the demon Bai. Over the centuries however the story has evolved from horror to
romance with Bai and Xu genuinely in love with one another, but such a relationship is
forbidden by the laws of heaven.

Modifications to the story included:

1. Redemption of Bai

After Bai is trapped underneath the pagoda, Qingqing escapes and leaves for further meditation.
She later returns and defeats Fahai, thus setting Bai free. Fahai retreats to the stomach of a crab,
which is why the internal fat of the crab is of orange color, which resembles the color of Fahai’s
Taoist quilt.

2. Redemption of Bai (second version)

Bai gives birth to Xu’s son before she is trapped. Qingqing takes the baby to Xu's relatives, who
raise him to become a top scholar. The son returns to the pagoda to pay his respects. Bai is
released because of her son’s filial piety.

3. Reincarnation

In a retcon version of the story, Xu and Bai are amongst the god and goddess, but they break the
law in heaven and must repay by living through human lives. The human Xu saves a white
snake that is Bai, and they meet again to begin the story of ‘"Madame White Snake’.

Source: Wikipedia - the free encyclopedia (English, 2008)
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Actor Christopher Lee actinguas Xu Xian with his female counterpart, the White Snake.

Adaptation

The story has been performed numerous times in Peking opera, Cantonese opera and other
Chinese operas:

e The Legend of the White Serpent (1956), Japanese film made by Toho in collaboration
with the Shaw Brothers. Ryo Ikebe and Shirley Yamaguchi starred in the film directed by
Shiro Toyoda.

e The Tale of the White Serpent (1958), the first coloured anime feature film in Japan,
released in the United States as Panda and the Magic Serpent.

e Madam White Snake (1962 film), also from Shaw Brothers. This version is a Huangmeixi
opera. Both its Bai (Lin Dai) and Qingqing (Margaret Tu Chan) actors killed themselves a
few years after the film was released. Feng Yueh directed. The music is by Fu-ling Wang
on a libretto by Chun-ching Li.

In the West, there have been children's picture book adaptations of the legend, written by
Western authors and illustrated by Chinese artists. They included:

e Legend of the White Serpent by A. Fullarton Prior, illustrated by Kwan Sang-Mei,
published by Charles E. Tuttle Company, Rutland, Vermont, 1960; and

e Lady White Snake: A Tale From Chinese Opera, by Aaron Shepard, illustrated by Song
Nang Zhang, Pan Asian Publications, Union City, California, 2001.

e The novella The Devil Wives of Li Fong by E. Hoffmann Price is based on the story.

There are at least 3 stage musical adaptations in Hong Kong. The first one is "Pai Niang Niang"
created by Joseph Koo and Wong Jim, premiered in 1972. This production marked the start of
musical theatre industry in Hong Kong. Another two included "White Snake, Green Snake" in
2005 created by Christopher Wong and "Legend of the White Snake, The" created by Leon Ko
and Chris Shum of the musical movie Perhaps Love's fame.

Green Snake, a 1993 movie directed by Tsui Hark, told the story from the point of view of green
snake Qingqing; this movie starred Joey Wong as Bai and Maggie Cheung as Qingqing.

New Legend of Madame White Snake (3 F 4 7-1%77), a 1993 Taiwanese TV series.

In 2001 a TV drama series Madam White Snake starring Fann Wong, which further modified the
plot.

Actresses such as Yoshiko Otaka, Yu So Chow, Lin Dai and Joey Wong had been involved in
various movie adaptations of the story.

Source: Wikipedia - the free encyclopedia (English, 2008)
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GLOSSARY

Frig

P e

Bdishézhuan

the Story of the White Snake (traditional
Chinese opera)

IR L

gk A 11

Eméi Shan

Mount Emei [Sichuan JY)!| Province]

i

e
man

full; satisfied; Man [surname]

ot

PO

a slope; sloping; Singapore

T

i)
W
e

gi

ancient, old, age-old, archaic; ancient times;
{literature, art} of ancient style, classical [like
classical-style poetry]; {written} simple,
honest, sincere; Gu [surname]

=

=
w2

a tree; plant; set up, establish (mostly of
abstract things); a screen, a partition; measure
word for trees; Shu [surname]

téng

rattan, cane; vine

N\
wan

vine, tendril (of trailing plants)

m

yanshi

a rock

| O | M | 58
|

= | | Mt | 5

jing

{botany} Chaste Tree, <Vitex agnus-castus=>
[used in Chinese medicine for gynecological
conditions]; flogging staff made of chaste tree
twigs (used to administer punishment);
modest reference to one's wife; Jing (ancient
name of the State of Chu during the Chiingid
H K Period (770 - 476 BCE)); Jing [surname]

7/
céng

collect, crowd together, cluster; collection;
crowd, group; thicket, clump, grove,
shrubbery, bush(es); {measure word} ...
patch(es) of ..., ... bush(es) of ... [used for
grass, plants, leaves etc. growing together];
Cong [surname]

1E:

in, on, at; exist, be present, be alive; be in a
certain category or class [as in zaisuGbumidn
ZEFiASf "is (one of those things that is)
unavoidable"]; Zai [surname]

with, and, together with; give, offer; associate
with, have contacts with; support, assist,
commend, praise; {written} wait for, await

shenchu

depths, inner reaches, recesses (of one's heart,
a forest etc.)

cdngzhe

hiding

ji

several, some, a few; how many ...?

==

chu

place; department, office; {measure word}
[used for places, location of buildings etc., e.g.
lidng chu fangzi WijZ 55 T/ WAL F "houses
in two locations"]

B

séngyuan

Buddhist monastery

SFA

si-guan

Buddhist monasteries and Taoist temples;
temples

iy

open country, field; wilderness

|

dong

hole, cavity, cave; deep valley, canyon;
hollow, void; {written} (used like dong i#) go
through, arrive, reach, pierce, penetrate; (of




water, liquids) flow (down) rapidly, gush out;
{medical} diarrhoea; thorough(ly),
penetrating(ly), clear(ly), deep(ly); (when
saying digits over the phone) "zero" [used like
ling %&/0O "zero"]

shuxué

a hollow in a tree

zheli

here, this place

zhuzhe

residing, living, staying

y1

one, 1; alone; whole; once ... ; [as a digit,
often pronounced "yao" for clarity of
understanding]; Yi [surname]

{measure word, formal/polite} ...
lady/ladies/gentleman/gentlemen [used for
persons]; place, position, location; status,
situation, position; be located; throne; {math}
digit, place; {physics} potential; Wei
[surname]

béi

(of colour) white; (of daylight) bright, light;
(of facts, the truth etc.) clear; plain, blank,
pure; in vain, for nothing, futile, fruitless; free
(of charge), gratis; (politically) white
[symbolizing a counter-revolutionary or other
undesirable political orientation]; funeral; give
sb. an unfriendly look; {ethnology} the Bai
national minority; Bai [surname]; say, state,
explain; {theatre} spoken parts (in a Chinese
opera etc.); {linguistics} (of Chinese text)
written wrong or mispronounced; dialect;
spoken (language), vernacular; colloquial [vs
literary]

i

g

snake, serpent

ek
H

e
H

clever, sharp; refined, choice; extract, essence;
excellent, best; fine [in contrast to rough,
crude, coarse "cti"; skilled, proficient; vigor,
energy; sperm; {medical} essence (of life,
reproduction etc.); polished white rice

GL{4

e

gingshé

{zoology} eurypholis major

b

b

dou

all, both, every, in every case; (when
preceding shi J, indicates the cause of sth.
that happened) it's all because of ...;
(following a stressed subject, or in the pattern
lidn /3% --- dou #f --- ) even ..., already ...
[as in dou shiy1 didn le! #B-F—25 T /#+—s%
7! "It's eleven o'clock already!"]

=

shi

am, is, are ... [equating two things]; (in the

pattern jg&---i&-++) is it ...or is it ...?; "Yes!";

"Right!"

B

xitlian

practice asceticism, practice self-cultivation
(especially of a Taoist)

:F‘

qian

thousand, 1,000; thousands, great many; kilo-;
Qian [surname]

i

nidn

year; yearly, annual; age; period of life [like
childhood, middle age]; age, period [like of
history]; harvest; New Year, lunar New Year

6




writer]

g H you there is [are, were etc.]; be there, exist; have,
own, possess; You [surname]

P b d4 reply, respond, answer; return (a visit,
banquet etc.), reciprocate; repay (a favour) [in
certain compound words pronounced da]

T ki3 wu not have, not exist, not be there; no, not; no
matter if, irrespective of; (used in a prohibitive
sense) do not, must not ...; Wu [surname]

11} [ wen ask, inquire; inquire after (sb.'s health etc.);
Wen [surname]

%k {58 ditéu lower or hang the head; yield, bow, submit;
{written} lower one's head, look down

N N bt not; no

5 2 yu language, words; speak, say; saying, idiom;
signal, sign (language)

HAFHE HANBHAE mu b1 xiéshi | not look to either side, not be distracted

— i — Jg yilidin the whole face

K Rk zhongchéng | loyal, faithful

=8 =8 houdao honest and kind/generous

HANE HAE y6éubude be beyond one's control; cannot help (doing
sth.)

ZENN 50 déxin understand what is giving on (like of a child
after a certain age)

L L Xin heart; mind, feelings; centre, middle, core;
{Chinese astronomy} Xin [one of the Ershiba
Xitt —+/\1g "28 Lunar Mansions of the
Chinese zodiac"]; {anatomy} heart [as one of
the wiizang filiil/ It "five vital organs]

e e shéng give birth to; live; life; unripe; raw, not
thoroughly cooked; unprocessed, unrefined;
unfamiliar, unacquainted; student (bound
form, as in nlisheng %/ "female student”,
zhéngshisheng 1Ez(4 "regular student");
suffix for various kinds or groups of people
(like yisheng % 4/P<4 "medical doctor");
Sheng [surname]

Do P8 aimu yearn for, long for; be envious of, envy; adore,
love, admire

TH TH qianbdi hundreds and thousands; a large number of ...

# #l zai carry, be loaded with [like passengers, cargo];
everywhere (along the road); {written} and,
at the same time, moreover; do, implement;
begin, start; adorn, decorate; Zai [surname]

ANBY AN budong motionless, not moving, at rest, immobile;
stand still

e 6! 53 ! dduqt begin suddenly; rise steeply

I JEH kudnglan huge waves; raging tide, desperate situation

PR FERE péngpéng {onomatopoetic} rat-a-tat (or similar sound of
a drum)

Lk ELk luantiao jump madly; thump (heart of excited person)

FrZ) FrZ pianke very short period of time, instant; momentarily

) c yi already [short for T4/ L4 yijing]
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ILALE BT hdi zai is still in the process of ...

AT P luoyt rain

HE 1k TR kangk#i vehement; generous, liberal

Hh Hh di earth, ground, land, floor, soil, field(s),
farmland; place, locality, site, area; situation,
position; background (of a painting,
calligraphy etc.); (following specification of
distance) a distance of ... [e.g. shi gongli di +
N B "a distance of 10 km"]

A Ax sdn umbrella, parasol; something shaped like an
umbrella; parachute; San [surname]

A K A K bdishi the common people; white (as a trade name)

FAb F zhlpi master and servant(s)

ik G rang let, allow; have or make (sb. do sth.), cause;
yield, give in, give up; let sb. else have sth.

R AR gankuai quickly

p EAp L dating make inquiries

Atk 42 1tk mingxing name and surname

U E shuo speak, say, talk; explain, give an explanation;
theory, doctrine, views; scold, criticize; act as
go-between or matchmaker, introduce; refer
to, hint, indicate; point to

At 22k fth 22 ta xing his surname

¥F i xu praise; promise; allow, permit; Xu [surname]

4 4 ming name; fame, reputation; famous, well-known;
{measure word} [used for persons of certain
social status, reputation, profession etc.]

ik ik jiu then, in this case; on the subject of, with
regard to, concerning, regarding, in
connection with, as far as (sth. is concerned);
approach, move towards; take up, enter upon,
start doing (sth.); comply with, yield to; avail
oneself of (sth. at hand); at once, right away,
in a moment; (adverb indicating that a
preceding number/quantity/time is relatively
small/few/early) as early as, as long ago as, as
soon as, as much/many as; exactly, precisely;
only, merely, just, nothing (or no one) else
than; even if

1 1 zai in, on, at; exist, be present, be alive; be in a
certain category or class [as in zaisu6bumidn
ZEFi AN "is (one of those things that is)
unavoidable"]; Zai [surname]

Bl [t fujin close(-by), adjacent; in the vicinity;
neighbouring

JaAE JaEAE jzhu live, dwell, reside

{85 g zhizhe pointing to; referring to; being directed at
(like criticism); depending on

mE FE anshang on the bank

—fH —£f yijido a corner, a nook; one "jiao" (ten cents); one
quarter (of sth.); {zoology} the narwhal,
monodon monoceros

AW FAW héngléu red chamber, magnificent chamber [mostly

18




women's chambers in wealthy household]

iy
dqit

yaoqing

invite; invitation

af

(mé |

dao

way, path, road; line; method; morality,
virtue, ethics; {philosophy} doctrine, principle
(of learning/religion/ethics), course, (the
right) orientation, justice; Daoism (Taoism);
superstitious sect; {measure word} [used for
narrow long shapes like rays, lightning, scars,
door(way)s, walls, instructions, (math)
problems, (test) questions, courses or dishes of
a dinner, steps in a procedure, times,
repetitions etc.]; speak, say; suppose, think;
Dao [surname]; {administrative} (during the
Tdng /& Dynasty) prefecture; (in Japan)
prefecture [like B&ih¥idao JLikFiE
"Hokkaidd"]; (in North Korea) province; {unit
of measure} used for himi %K "one
hundredth of a mm"

p={}ig
i

qing

ask, request; invite; please; call on, pay one's
respects; question; inform, tell

HA

guanrén

gentleman, sir (especially during the Song #
Dynasty), one's husband; government agent

i H

A H

Ve D
mingri

tomorrow; some day (in the future)

i

I

ming

bright, clear, evident; open, overt; know,
understand; next (in time, sequence etc.); the
Ming Dynasty (1386-1644); Ming [surname]

Hok

H 2

rilai

recently, lately

EN

ENN

jia-zhong

(at) home, in one's house

I

qu

take, get, obtain; seek, court; select, choose;
verb complement added to certain verbs (i.e.
"ting", "kan" etc.) to indicate realization of the
action expressed by the main verb; Qu

[surname]

S

S

jia

family, household; home, residence;
expert/specialist in a certain field [like zuojia
YEZ "writer']; {philosophy} school (of
thought) [like rdjia %% "the Confucian
school"]; party, side; {humble} my ...;
{regionalism} (of animals) tamed, broken,
domesticated; {measure word} [used for
families, companies, hotels, stores etc.]; Jia
[surname]

i

then, in this case; on the subject of, with
regard to, concerning, regarding, in
connection with, as far as (sth. is concerned);
approach, move towards; take up, enter upon,
start doing (sth.); comply with, yield to; avail
oneself of (sth. at hand); at once, right away,
in a moment; (adverb indicating that a
preceding number/quantity/time is relatively
small/few/early) as early as, as long ago as, as
soon as, as much/many as; exactly, precisely;
only, merely, just, nothing (or no one) else
than; even if
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F

(53

zhu

live, dwell, reside; lodge, stay at (as in an
inn); stop, halt, cease; {grammar} verb
complement indicating that the action of the
verb has been securely obtained, completed
etc.; verb complement used after "de 3" (be
able to ...) and after "bu A" (not be able to ...)

T

I

edge of a river

=4
e

it

water's edge, bank, shore; be near, border on
(a sea, river etc.); Harbin

i

i

river bank, riverside

Zr

&L

red (colour); {informal} be popular, be "hot",
be in great demand; red cloth [hung to
symbolize festive occasions, success,
happiness, good luck etc.]; {figurative}
(politically) "red" [i.e. Communist,
socialist-minded, revolutionary]; {economy}
dividend, bonus; Hong [surname]

(AR

16ushang

upper floor or deck, upstairs

yiding

fixed, determined, definite, regular, specific;
certainly, definitely, surely; must, bound to;
certain, particular; fair amount of

junzi

perfect gentleman, man of high virtue; man
noted for moral integrity and great
intelligence; {formal} you (a form of address
by a wife to her husband); upper-class person

!

N b4
Za0zZao

very early; at a very early point

el

S [T

==~
)

guanglin

(your) visit; (your) presence [used in
invitations]

Vi
UW

i
W

hdnshe

(my) humble home, (my) impoverished family
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Reading Comprehension Test
Part 1

What does the underlined character/word/phrase marked in BOLD mean?
Supply the correct answer.

1. Atk

a. snake

b. white snake
c. play

d. transmission, a story transmitted

R L
Emei mountains
. a place in Hangzhou
a city where White Snake was born
. Emei City in Sichuan Province

oo N

IR T
slope

. shore
mountain view
. trunk of a tree

oo w

EATIA
. slope

. thorns

. rock

O T p

AEE AT A ERAL
.abyss

. place

ancient

. deep

Qoo O

A L AL RS

. appearance

. view

monk

. a Buddhist monastery

pooTP o

RESRELAVIN

. cave, grotto, ravine
. open country

hole

. tree

Qoo
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ffirfir tou tou

[ Definition]
stealthily/secretly/covertly/on the sly

19b.
# % qing chun

[ Definition] youth/youthfulness

20a.
£ A zh( rén

[ Definition] master/host

21 d.
F £ vl bai su zhén

[ Definition] (name of a person) Bai
Suzhen, from Madam White Snake

22a.
/N xillo qing

[ Definition] name of a person,
Xiaoqing, from Madam White Snake

23d.

HiMhang zhou Hangzhou (city)
¥you to swim; float, drift; wander,
roam

Itwan play with, joke, enjoy

24a

& HAqing ming Qingming

Af ¥ shi jié season/time

Qingming, Pure Brightness [the fifth of
the 24 solar periods, approximately
April fifth,

the time for paying respects to the dead];
orderly and lawful (government); calm
and composed; clear and bright

25a.
#chuan ship, boat, vessel

Ffa,f man, male adult, husband;

those

#jiang,jiang will, going to, future;
general

fichuanf¥kao lean on, trust, depend on;
near

JAbo,po anchor vessel; lie at anchor
Hillan bian shore

26a.

#Fdai belt, girdle, band, strap, zone
FEAIw men we/us/ourselves

—vi one; a, an; alone. X "##".

f#chéng journey, trip; schedule, agenda

27a

Rféng wind; air; manners, atmosphere
Kda y'l heavy rain

#bao,pu violent, brutal, tyrannical

28c.

PLyl] by means of; thereby, therefore;
consider as; in order to

#ixshén shén deep/profound

Jiwan ten thousand; innumerable
f&fa,fa happiness, good fortune,
blessing

29d.
K3k di téu

[ Definition] bow head

30c.
BT jon zi

[ Definition] nobleman/person of
noble character



Part 2

2 0T o 1 L VPR it — AL ISR T 2o o BRSSP AL /NG I8 2
S5, FAIPTEFA, O WA S XA/ NES I RAL,
X ANFIE, A ANHELLUS R

PR, WAL FEOR BN LR, NE ESFRT T
N, AR LV k2], o ikE, B R O L
IS, TP P IR <D i s e, AT R, BRI E
MR VH AL VAL 1) B4

VAR e N, HEIABEEW TS, BV IRIEFRKK,
HRFIFAGEM, BB 258008 7 ANV, VIR &)
BB, WG, EHENSEMRH, EHREIRRLESEH
RIS, HI&H 8 0 A KA.

A2 W iV HIE N S TC RN R 5. 77 .0—3), it
S NE M =F A TR B ORAEES? W MRS
Bc, KT JULMOH Z 22 2 i SV RC 4, Ul 525 2536t
A=,

INEFOEAPEANZM T, =S Rl
BN, BAVNHRIRATEEZR? 7
CONEICERAT, AT IREESE

INEEME:  “IEBEEREERSE, RADHBEA B,
U IRAT AN — NEIX USRS, TR /DNHEAR SN
HHEAEM, BE WM 7

VATt s, Eoe=E A, HOZE R T CER B I
1L, TERIEEE N, DNHFENEMA D KRE: XA ? A
MR T, JAESTEME, 8 —8FENE™, FHIZ
FAEH LB T o IBERAE ST, /DSR2
B, S95Mkiew, HeEE, TN AEBRRRIRIRRON, X ReFEih
KN, dAREL 7

AR(IE=Sy =S uR-c el oF 8= 2 [E] PR /R GRS N
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EBsAL)E, BT H FBE N DNEMIE: i 2T
AREALIE U RO 2 2R 1 B A s Al, SRS H R
J, PR AT Al DU R 1, AT BB R
HEUR, A& AL, SRR BRI, Al
1% 2 mX L

RS OR N EE IS, HPPAIA R 24, g2
TN, WXEFERWG RS, ARER AR, AHER,
PUNCE

VRN DY, 7485, /N B EAM M BGRR,  FIIRTE & R
WLl i, ke, BE OSBRI A 3= il s Ak
AR, Wit /hg— AR

SGEUEIE N, SGREIE NN T AT W siE: 2=
K, N, 7

WA IRRA HIRWR AR /N X 7 SEFFRH, J5
Femnat, REXFE. 7

FLFEER, X NIXBER PG, KA 5

W5, RIEBEFHE .. AAAZEUEEHIR RN, %
PTG R IT T A28 “ORmE” , F R ki,
VRALREZ 2y, REMRER A DG
N Wl “ORAAL” A2370UAL, AR VRILE FI0E T
o5, HESRE, A NEE, MANRAERRIRE, AR
TNAEMRH A, AR H R L2 S 4.

WL Sp A AR, 2 HOK, s pfss, i<l
NIRRT e, SIS L A e
IERER I E f . ABET 0, R, &2, Jik
M e, CREAMIREELLE, HAEIER, fhEARFH, 25H
AR, RV

VHlEAE S AT AR, R TTAME Bt 167 1
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4, RAZWVHD, B B4 A1l =8OR 208 Vit 32 V6 9
RGN VIR AR TR R &, 28 Bk, VARG, U
i B BN MTEEVL, BRFIIBE R, RA, KA
PR OWE R, S AR, RS IREEPT
o, 7

VRAAM IR, MR, BRIE:  “ZREEDLAET 7?7
(E SR AL? 7

R IR T 75 BRI, IR AR Y, A
Ao IERMERIET 20T, XA R ISBRAN, KIRA,
STWEREIL, AR, IR I

VRO RN SR A RITTR, —I A  REAE S0
BT T, SRR, A EEE T 5
“UFREEER, BT SREEFH? HTARAILE L7

“ULTIRA RO, RERLEDK, SESR R mIzIn L

“UpAF IR, R AR A T R4 ?

LI ERPRE R, AR O, AU
B

YRR, MR, AR F RS T,
BRSO, BABTER T . b RS FISERBIAE T, k)i
LU JURHESG, FESI 5 BUSUE, RT3
7.

PRI RIS VPSR £ B Stk Im ity
RIRFTERITA? M S ALEFTER TN ? K TILH, f
BT S

SRR T, ARG, K RE S UL
Ph, BACLER R, FAULE T, BT TEEAT
S 8 TP EU R S ), D, (i)
PRILIIEE, (AR I 3 JUR BT 3, R e
SHERTHL, NFEURAE, U R T
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bai su zhéndai zhe qingér xiangxu xian shénshi yi Ii piaoran ér
H o= vl o A T L VE Al R B — AL AR
qu wangzhe liangwéi xiaoji€¢ yuanqu de shényingxl  xianléng
PR == B < W VAR N W I O = S O 7 1T
zhéngxt jiu Xin zhongyé shéngai mu zhéweéi xiaoji€é maoru tian
fE WA, Do WA E R X AL N B W oK
xian dui rén hé ai ling rén nan yi wanghuai
il xF N A, & AN A s M

di ér tian xu xianzao zaoldai daobin héhdng lbugian xiao

HOOR, WAL KR Sk B W20 B R, b
gingyi  shéuhdumén qgiandud shi baisu zhénjianxu xianrd yué lai
= I/ A 7 <1 O = I S S U 2 1 (1 4 I <
dao shi féen xin xi  yin qgin di duan chiuzdoyi béi hao de jiu
B, oy ke, BB M oIm HOR O &
cai chéuxie xu xianyu zhongkang kaijie sande qingyi quan jiu
B I 1 [ S SO | A = i T 1= /= D/ R
shi bai su zhénydu yi di tan xungi xu xiande shénshi
I, B &R o 5 R M R AL & i

XU xianshi weikl mingrén zi you fu mu shuangwangyou

VAL 2 A o AN, B g &R XTI, il
bao jié xu shi fu yangchangda jié fu jia bingbu kuanyu jiang
15 2 5 M 7/ S N PR W N S S N M (6 P 1
ta tur jian daoyao pu zudle ge xiaohud ji XU xianzuoshi qin
fi o 77 2 25 # o T A AN B b VAL i F B
kén zhongshi shéndé xinrén zudéri shi mugn deji i qing
BEAO S K BEMEFEHR2ERXBNRH B
jia daoling yin shanhou ji saomu fén guitu  yduyuanyu jianbai

2l Rl Jm &b Hiegfa 4% d il A
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pf EEEEEEEENY

yingyan daoshi yingyan bu guohou lai yduzai fangliangshangchu
‘NI B Gt M I, AN e ok XOAE B # B
xianmangshé da jia doushudci nai canglongjianglin  shi gé fu
oL g, K x AW Y & B
gui ji zhao
ot Jke
ni  yuanyi béibai shé xia si shita daodé xiancao
RO A S I AL N P S (R A T
cai jiangni jiu hué zhé cangléngnai shi ta yongbai ling sud
AR R X w ka2 B &b
hua ruo féi yaoguai yan néngyou ci bén ling
e, #H AR kB S ORE A I A A
ra ci shudldai w0 niangzi maosi jiuwo xingm‘lngzhén
“dn Ut Wk, B TR K &M, B
nai shi gé haorén na
Jy & A N R
ta bu guoshi tan lianni de gingchln yi dan nianmao xiao
“dh A TR EFEER — HFE HHE
shi gingchinbu zai ni jiu hui zangsongzai shé fu zhi néi
K mEAHE B sE X AREZN
XU xianbén shi gé beixia po dan le de rén xianzai you
VE Al A 2 A e VF i H T O AN B AR X
ting jing gao bu zhi sud cud qi qiu jié jiu fa hai shuo
Wr &, AR $h, 2 RO R vk U
zhi you gui yi fo jiao cai néngjié jilu ni de xingming
O K B A RE R ROk o M dwe 7
xU xianbu jia si  kao dangchangbal fa hai weéishi fa  hai

VE AL A i B 2, 8 Iy JE ikl N N, R i

= Ju-

T &
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GLOSSARY

W 56

=
.

yingyan

come true, be fulfilled (of prophesies,
expectations etc.)

w

hat

5

fa

R

daoshi

on the contrary, but, yet; but actually, but
really; [also pronounced "daoshi"]

%,

(2

bluiguo

but, however, nevertheless; only

bt

not; no

= A

1%

guohou

from now on, in the future; afterwards, later

N

18 2

houléi

afterwards, later

o< TN EE (A A
H|I

=

you

again; also; on the other hand ...; then
[indicating one action happening right after
another]; (in the pattern X -+- 3 --+

you ...you ...) both ... and ...

F’L\f

T_ﬁ

zai

in, on, at; exist, be present, be alive; be in a
certain category or class [as in zaisuGbumidn
TEFT A% "is (one of those things that is)

unavoidable"]; Zai [surname]

&=

fanglidng

house beam

|
NS

~|%
#

shang

on, on top of ...; first (in a series); go up, go
up to; go to; last, the previous [like shang (ge)
xingqiwii b (fiil) 23] 1i. "last Friday"]; bolt,
lock (a door etc.); [used after a verb as a
resultative ending to indicate the amount or
extent reached]

HE

chiixian

appear, emerge, happen

N
mang

thick growth of grass; rash, careless; grass;
big, large; bamboo

g

shé

snake, serpent

dajia

everybody, everyone, all of us/you (often used
in reference to the members of an audience
etc.); (after the pronouns nimen fR{M/4R1],
women FAM/FAT, zdnmen FAA"/PAAT, or
tamen fl{"/fb47:) all of (you/us/them);
master, authority, expert; a powerful family

b

#b

all, both, every, in every case; (when
preceding shi &, indicates the cause of sth.
that happened) it's all because of ...;
(following a stressed subject, or in the pattern
lidn /7% --- dou #§ --- ) even ..., already ...
[as in dou shiy1 didn le! #+—5&5 T /#— 1
7! 'It's eleven o'clock already!"]

shuo

speak, say, talk; explain, give an explanation;
theory, doctrine, views; scold, criticize; act as
go-between or matchmaker, introduce; refer
to, hint, indicate; point to

g)
=<

this; now, here

j=)
<
=

be, become; thereupon; only if, only then;
you, your

Cangléng

{Chinese astronomy} Black Dragon [name of
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the seven eastern constellations of the Ershiba
Xit —+/\f5 "28 Lunar Mansions of the
Chinese zodiac"]; Jupiter; ancient legendary
demon; evil-doer

jianglin

arrive, befall; come

B I
=]

AT | 3R
e
=

shi

am, is, are ... [equating two things]; (in the

pattern jg&-+--i&-++) is it ...or is it ...?; "Yes!";

"Right!"

{measure word} (usually pronounced in the
qingsheng #7475 "light tone") [used
before a noun not having a dedicated measure
word of its own, e.g. san ge xingql —{F&£ i/
=R three weeks", liing ge wentf i [
/PN L "two questions/problems"];
(contraction of yige —fli/—", used between
a verb and its object) a ...; (pronounced with
full fourth tone) individual

fugui

riches and honour, wealth and high position

jizhao

good omen

v
ni

you [second person, singular]; one, anyone

yudny{

already; previously

bei

(as passive prefix) be ...; by [followed by a
verb: indicates passive voice, used directly
before the verb without mentioning the doer
of the action]; quilt; {written} cover (with);
suffer, meet, encounter

béi

(of colour) white; (of daylight) bright, light;
(of facts, the truth etc.) clear; plain, blank,
pure; in vain, for nothing, futile, fruitless; free
(of charge), gratis; (politically) white
[symbolizing a counter-revolutionary or other
undesirable political orientation]; funeral; give
sb. an unfriendly look; {ethnology} the Bai
national minority; Bai [surname]; say, state,
explain; {theatre} spoken parts (in a Chinese
opera etc.); {linguistics} (of Chinese text)
written wrong or mispronounced; dialect;
spoken (language), vernacular; colloquial [vs
literary]

e

WhRAE

be frightened to death, die of fright; frighten
to death

she (third person singular, feminine);
{formal} she (as a reference to one's country,
party, flag etc.)

rob, steal, burglarize; robber, thief, burglar

K] 1S3

In| 5%

{grammar} (as verb suffix) able to ...; to the
degree of ...[used after certain verbs to
indicate ability, possibility, or achievement to
a certain degree, e.g. wo kan de hén qingchu
KEHEIE S "I could see it clearly"]

Al

Il %

= 34
Xiancao

{botany, Chinese medicine} the Mesona herb,
< Mesona Procumbens Hemsl. > [plant with
medicinal uses or to make a cooling summer
drink and jellied summer food; also called
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Reading Comprehension Test
Part 4

1. Choose the correct answer for the characters, words/phrases/sentence
parts in bold underlined below.

IR (1)NEE, ARDJER AR R EBIIEE, KA Q) BRI, 2N DT
ko 7

PRI ARENRAE, R EAE, ARIREEE, Xa/ i asite, #9k
gRPE, ISREA A

‘(iR BATH LRI Ay, HYREANUEAE
AR TURIRI T AR, HAEBUE R, (5) BEAE, MulasFii il n.

(6) FALASEAN B THAE TGN, BUAE WP, AT, SRR TR
SRR, (7) 2 B RRE Py .

VRl (8) ABNIZE, M3 L IR, VEEEE AT VEANIESE B K, QBN %, F
SORBAR T o MEAGLE TR E, SAEE TP N LA L
B AN, B b N RS AR, SRR FRRE RS S A R BELR D R B, (9) A
SeAEm MR H CXEFE . (10) AALBEIRMERIASR A, L2 (E LA/ NI B 5, A
HEREE KT, PO B a .

(1) a. must verify, examine, b. must not verify, c. has been verified, d. should not verify.
(2) a. dragon boat festival, b. dragon befall, c. a symbol of the emperor, d. imperial seal
(3) a. so to say, b. that way of not saying it, c. cannot say, d. must be said.

(4) a. living, b. existing, c. life, d. eternal life as a Daoist sage

(5) a. young, b. becoming old, c. remaining youthful, d. no longer young

(6) a. Xu Xian is scared, b. Xu Xian ruins his gall bladder, c. Xu Xian is afraid to ruin his gall
bladder, d. Xu Xian never ruined his gall bladder.

(7) a. save your life, b. ability to safe your life, c. cannot save your life, d. will not save your life

(8) a. increase reflection and thinking, b. not increase reflection and thinking, c. no reflection and
thinking at all, d. will increase reflection and thinking.

(9)a. Death and life, fortune and misfortune cannot be determined.

b. Xu Xian cannot determine his death and life, fortune and misfortune.

c. Death and life, fortune and misfortune of Xu Xian depend on his own choice.
d. Death and life, fortune and misfortune have all been chosen by Xu Xian.
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(10) a. Xu Xian followed Fahai.

b. Fahai followed Xu Xian to the temple inside.
c. Xu Xian followed Fahai to the temple inside.
d. Fahai could not follow Xu Xian.

2. Insert the missing characters/words/phrases and sentence parts in the
correct order.

Items to be inserted:
all b.IREERFE c. AR d. HENN e NFTEK f. BB AR ISP Mk g, RIH
ho ¥ i RS EIRT k6.

—E=H (1), ARAEMAL, wE/NFER T 2) SFITmEN, N KE =, X
HFIImAME: “RE NSV (3) "Bk R 2R H, (RIXZILRIETE(4), IR
B, OARKIE, SHERERETFEN, THEAYE, MEIRE, EHibKEKIT, (G)BMR
PISERE ! ™

FZR T SC BN, AL VR R 5T . RS VHINSS R &R R, @52
S RN, ILC B A (6), BUEIRE, KSR EITEM, K FEEL,
EFRAVFER . ™A 0T RARB A . YHIRTAE AL (7)), SRESRIXPAEI R RZE, MR
R @®)N, F—ERR AL

A OINERZANE, AR TR S /N TAEEAT R 3R KT &K%
ek, BRITRKER S, (9), XOTRKFAE, BIT kb, ARiA& T
ANtz 7y, Bifih (10), WCRBER, EANVERSR, BMEHUN.

BeBAE R ZRAL, MR O B s, OIS (11).

3. Insert the missing characters/words/phrases and sentence parts:

BIRIMIA AR BR B AR 7, B AR N SR I A 7 Urdth -
SERFIR T AR T RN ZE T ARSI VRREI L YRR, URBURAEMRER? Y
Lok T

VAL T2, BaAEvbyR iy, SRABCH A 25 WA 51 IXIERIEVIR ik
HVFAL AR L OB LA AN E , REAR: RIS LA, Wil RE X B17?
5, B ARAE B, SRS PR ERZH.

—EEAERERIE, VRAISUE BT K, SRR R ORTE R, Wik L.

PRI 3 U o /N TV ROR B P IAWTT, (1) _ WKIH, HEWMHE CARIEH,
A R D FORMEAE, DGR, DT DIA, TS VROl 2 o IH O
PEHLYET SR “VFRESEIR IR, B IAEH A, TR RS O A KR
KRAE, 7

RN R FRARIENENE, I R BB — DK, AEA R ITIaT, EA
ERVFE N DT WVFIGrAMRZL, il A ST ESIVALRI 2, A3 0T i S Ry B
Ko ANFRIBARAGEHIIE R VEAL, VRALR BB AL AT AT 25K B, 3R LA
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Answer Key on Test
Part 4

1.(1)a.
Fzyl ng, ying should, ought to, must
Kryan test, examine, inspect; verify

(2)b.
JEléng dragon; symbolic of emperor
Felifjiang lin befall

(3)a.
Ikra i in this way/so
#Hshuo , yue,shui speak, say, talk; scold,
upbraid
Jlai come, coming; return, returning

4)c.
PEfr xi ngmi ng

G)d.
#H&HQL ng chi nyouth/youthfulness
AFEbu zai no more/no longer

(6) c.

#ilixtt  xia n name of a person, Xu Xian,
from Madam White Snake

Zbé n root, origin, source; basis

#&shi indeed, yes, right; to be;
demonstrative pronoun, this, that
“~gé,gé numerary adjunct, piece; single
#ibei passive indicator 'by'; bedding
FfFxia,he scare, frighten; intimidate

¥ po break, ruin, destroy; rout

fHEda n gall bladder; bravery, courage
TleJlia o, liao to finish; particle of
completed action

183

fde,dé,di,di possessive, adjectival suffix
Arén man; people; mankind; someone else

(7) b.

7 i cai néng talent/ability/capacity
fERjie  jil rescue/save

f&ni  you, second person pronoun
#Jde,de,di,di possessive, adjectival suffix
M Arxing ming (n) life

(8) b.
Abu no, not; un-; negative prefix

Jmjia  add to, increase, augment
B &si  kd o think/reflect/ponder
(9) d.

H:shé ng life, living, lifetime; birth

Jtsi  die; dead; death

#&fa,fu happiness, good fortune, blessing
#huo misfortune, calamity, disaster

Hyou cause, reason; from

#ilixtt  xia n name of a person, Xu Xian,
from Madam White Snake

BOziji self/(reflexive pronoun)/own
#EFExud n z€ to select/to pick/to choose/to
make a choice

(10) c.

Masufi follow, listen to, submit to

=¥ fa hd i name of a Buddhist monk,
Fahai, from Madam White Snake
$3kdao da to reach/to arrive

JEimiao temple, shrine; imperial court
Anéi inside



Appendix

The Entire Text

G s 1%

WE LA SHEE BEHA AR BLETHRERL  BENLLYMRFA T
B R e REEF A GmHF S — L FRa 0 BREHEFF U EGRM  FR
Bl BOEW > AP+ TR Z—8 WNATRFIAEARSZE 85
RUGRE » BRENE FSH > THYEELGAE BB T LE  TAAK
ANEHESES Ik A IA - EEN > FRA RN IF o &R
) 3 B A R &AM H 57 o

HRARY » BFHM Y BLHALE » AAE LR AEEHEL
BEroBBABLBAK FRELXFTHGAREZF GEA~ NFAHSB FBRIE > 3%
A WA TR LL Z8E > TR - BHREE B M T %
ARy PER—CRRFF  BABF  BRFE L BF—feahaseL
AR LR R AR RRAY R TARESE
*FEFREBLAERML
«HBEIBR|BBENESTIREATHE 458 FRMN—R o
» FEFFOHEER: « RABEZ W TREBT » RE—R T REKRE
1> BHEEFHE > $AGLEERET ] »
GENAEZRFTRMBES T A4k ALMNFH TR T ORE
FFiEdeh e memenel] ATHRERT A A NEREABRGEF2
0 RBEELF AL RiE 0 BARSA ) —BYLRAER > & Ad R Fw
2R FARGH TS rRIEN 58k H R BELIEARE
1 ZEES BFRELESFSBERIN G E it FHRBRITFFEL
# o FER R RAMAGFENEE  a R NBEA L—ALBRE
Hil cHAFEARARERTFT RS KEREERTRAY#L —ZHET
FFEEEE o »

AEAFEFINLEGTFRRE—~LBRAE  c BHEARE I EREGEY 77
AWBEHR o oP R E AR R AL 0 sFAFE 0 AABIUARIR o

BoX» T FARMXTe#E S HETRNATSH » &F 5 L
kB R E o B3 FEEFGAE > MM LR PIREE S
Wi > AR » @F A ERFHRFUGFE o

H RS HA > BHRFRT  BRBETRERLK  BEERFATES
BB BEBRTAIBH  FUEFHREE  EAEE HEEFEY
S0 HBIARRLEREEN  PRALBRLEREA -

BERTRFMESRBREEGREF S - Fo—5 £ f A FEH
FEHFHLATRECBAZE ' wEHANE  RFILBMAXLR LG HMES
HER LS WELABRBAE -

PESHOBREMNER T ZTHERAFREMNL : « FEA &N
FETEEE? »
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Schmidt
Sticky Note
Click HERE to listen to the text being read aloud.


“« PABERAT O ARRE=F o -

dFHENF  cEBREARE > KX MAELRA LK HREMN A=
ABZRILEFRMY BRI REREELATFERB BETLM? »

A E  RREGH B ARHABEREBREHIHAL » RBKEX
b P ERRERLEE D « XBRLATBRAAREKT  KNAXFERE
GH—ExFOR> > PO LTFRARRBGT - ERASAEBIT > KK
WXRRBHE  &5HBR ' RELE  FIAIEREBRIA > XBERFX
o EREE] -

WARAELZ S LG RO LNl bk » HEAHLE &
WWAFREDRE o PAIHE: « 0 RAL2HAST | ENedmghAiTE
GEFBAL  AXRETERR AR EBBEN_ERTUAFERET I
RiEsfkFiaie 548K 0 FTRE—HE—L > RENRRN HRE2EE > 4]
BRERHKM] -

BHARpERGFE A HFU R T ENAEEA FEFX
MR BARARRIT[ERE e KRETiEo

FELTHF  MHEEMMERLR  IMAZTEEZLRZR - &
RS AAREEARNGENREAARELER > ARIF—AEHF -

LAERA + LR ERAG D FRBR R BE : « 25 BIFA »

SERRAEARNREAR M FXR: » £FRR GHAZHT k&3
Hoor
ALFER —HHARRRE » RBEFHE o

Wh o RaBERTE - RAAENFRFUEHNRA > WEIHIe LET
FT—RBE«Fie¥r» o LRI H FUREERE > XEMBRET D
RBRA Bi#id« R » 2Hwoh £ FAE - AL AHBRIRRS * 8
BRER ' ARAAAZ  BISPARBHRAE R TALKGMLFR > T
AEGENCETAR -

PIBLFALEER[M $OK BLHE  EHSLTTARKER
BoraftaiHd BAREE LARFRFTERRRRBTE - RE+24
Brad—RE % 2% HRBEIH EREWKELE  FRAR &
BARFHR  F AT LR > EAHFL-o

HFHEAEARAEREE  ALIVIRBEAZR—GZGLEHM > AL ELK
Mo BRNBENELFHEREAFRIERGBA - MBI FHLE
o R Rk REBELE RERELETTHEEHFL > FAFLEFRR
RR @A Fa  « RFREFRER  FXOFRF > RAZBKEN
Yo »

HAREEE AR BFE: « KBEAAEMF ! PAEEKIR
7
EEHEERTAFACTE : « AXERARIHG > FEINA ERFIHET
GEN RAFIRMURWN ETEF > ENRFHL > RERZERE > @

186



Character Index and Frequency Of Occurence

Total Character Occurrences: 5670

Order Char  Fanti Pinyin Occur Freq Acc Freq
1 AN bl 107 1, 89% 1, 89%
2 4 7 xil 102 1, 80% 3, 69%
3 £f] di 101 1,78% 5, 47%
4 il il xid n 98 1,73% 7, 20%
5 A bai 80 1,41% 8, 61%
6 F wo 73 1, 29% 9, 89%
7 = shi 71 1, 25% 11, 15%
8 A rén 70 1, 23% 12, 38%
9 s ni 63 1,11% 13, 49%
10 — yi 61 1, 08% 14, 57%
11 Pl H zhé n 59 1, 04% 15, 61%
12 = sl 59 1, 04% 16, 65%
13 F z1 54 0, 95% 17, 60%
14 #H al ng 54 0, 95% 18, 55%
15 /N xid o 52 0, 92% 19, 47%
16 >k xR 14i 46 0, 81% 20, 28%
17 T xid 39 0, 69% 20, 97%
18 T T liao 39 0, 69% 21, 66%
19 K K jia 38 0, 67% 22, 33%
20 % % £ 36 0, 63% 22, 96%
21 Hh di 35 0, 62% 23, 58%
22 1 zai 35 0, 62% 24, 20%
23 L xI n 33 0, 58% 24, 78%
24 X & zhe 33 0, 58% 25, 36%
25 # qi 32 0, 56% 25, 93%
26 K K i 32 0, 56% 26, 49%
27 /| jie 32 0, 56% 27, 05%
28 H ri 32 0, 56% 27, 62%
29 i ha i 31 0, 55% 28, 17%
30 2l dao 31 0, 55% 28, 71%
31 H ¥o U 29 0,51% 29, 22%
32 5 de 29 0,51% 29, 74%
33 i shd n 29 0,51% 30, 25%
34 it ta 28 0, 49% 30, 74%
35 * qi 27 0, 48% 31, 22%
36 + shang 26 0, 46% 31, 68%
37 an i 25 0, 44% 32, 12%
38 5 =% zhué 25 0, 44% 32, 56%
39 ¥ i jia ng 24 0, 42% 32, 98%
40 5 Hil yil 24 0, 42% 33, 40%
41 H H chi 23 0, 41% 33, 81%
42 I, H jian 23 0,41% 34, 22%
43 Ut i shud 23 0,41% 34, 62%
44 A v wéi 23 0,41% 35, 03%
45 i dao 22 0, 39% 35, 41%
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36, 19%
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38, 78%
39, 14%
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39, 84%
40, 18%
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42,72%
43, 02%
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44, 16%
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0, 16%

50, 44%
50, 67%
50, 90%
51, 13%
51, 34%
51, 55%
51, 76%
51, 98%
52, 19%
52, 40%
52, 61%
52, 82%
53, 03%
53, 25%
53, 46%
53, 65%
53, 84%
54, 04%
54, 23%
54, 43%
54, 62%
54, 81%
55, 01%
55, 20%
55, 40%
55, 59%
55, 78%
55, 98%
56, 16%
56, 33%
56, 51%
56, 68%
56, 86%
57, 04%
57, 21%
57, 39%
57,57%
57, 74%
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58, 10%
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59, 24%
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Characters of White Snake

HSK Relevance

Order Char Fanti Pinyin HSK S—Rank
1 =] bai FF 427
2 I I shé Z 2129
3 1k IES chudn Z 365
4 553 ek é 3150
5 JE méi [} 1958
6 sha n FH 276
7 1 T mi n HH 609
8 I po Z 1301
9 A gl Z 647
10 B i shu A 531
11 i3 i3 téng T 2263
12 =3 wan 2020
13 Fa) Fa) yan 75} 621
14 f shi Z 246
15 biil i} ji ng 2215
16 N i cong AN 1596
17 1r zdai H 4

18 5 Bil it Z 152
19 S shée n H 85
20 Aib A chu FH 290
21 i cang Z 1003
22 5 = zhué A 88
23 JL #% ji FH 298
24 fit sé ng 3186
25 [ yuan F 728
26 I si T 2752
27 W ) guad n FH 272
28 g g e Z 1123
29 T dong Z 1279
30 7 xué T 1353
31 % B zhe ) 10
32 B i 11 i 118
33 is zhi i 613
34 — yi H 2

35 fr wei FH 222
36 I} jI ng i 370
37 = ql ng HH 397
38 #i da FH 143
39 7= shi H 3
40 (] & xid Z 293
41 pUN Pl lian FH 1064
42 T qid n FH 423
43 F F nidn 2} 41
44 LA LA yi FH 26
45 = shang H 14
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Words and Frequency Of Occurence

Total Word Occurrences: 3348

Order Word Fanti Pinyin Occur Freq Acc_Freq
1 ] de 100 2, 99% 2, 99%
2 VRl Al xil xia n 79 2, 36% 5, 35%
3 ® wo 63 1, 88% 7,23%
4 = shi 62 1, 85% 9, 08%
5 s ni 60 1, 79% 10, 87%
6 HE H#EA bdistzhe n 58 1, 73% 12, 60%
7 A bl 55 1, 64% 14, 25%
8 g T le 37 1, 11% 15, 35%
9 N xi& ogl ng 34 1, 02% 16, 37%
10 — yI 32 0, 96% 17, 32%
11 1 zai 29 0, 87% 18, 19%
12 PRI f& hd i 28 0, 84% 19, 03%
13 ES| dao 26 0, 78% 19, 80%
14 ¥k AR lai 26 0, 78% 20, 58%
15 it ta 25 0, 75% 21, 33%
16 T xid 24 0, 72% 22, 04%
17 % g zhe 24 0, 72% 22, 76%
18 5 Bl yit 24 0, 72% 23, 48%
19 Hi de 23 0, 69% 24, 16%
20 # - zhe 23 0, 69% 24, 85%
21 ik jin 21 0, 63% 25, 48%
22 s E: xi 20 0, 60% 26, 08%
23 Ui ta 18 0, 54% 26, 61%
24 ¥ s jia ng 18 0, 54% 27, 15%
25 )% you 17 0,51% 27, 66%
26 P P jia 17 0,51% 28, 17%
27 H ¥o U 17 0,51% 28, 67%
28 IRT nidngzi 17 0,51% 29, 18%
29 4 de 17 0,51% 29, 69%
30 I 4 shé 17 0,51% 30, 20%
31 #F qi zi 15 0, 45% 30, 65%
32 A i geé 15 0, 45% 31, 09%
33 % qi 15 0, 45% 31, 54%
34 B bei 14 0, 42% 31, 96%
35 I shang 14 0, 42% 32, 38%
36 H H cha 13 0, 39% 32, 77%
37 EUN gud nrén 13 0, 39% 33, 15%
38 Jy b3 wei 13 0, 39% 33, 54%
39 i M be i 12 0, 36% 33, 90%
40 K i qi 12 0, 36% 34, 26%
41 Gig s dai 12 0, 36% 34, 62%
42 A wei 12 0, 36% 34, 98%
43 el xingming 11 0, 33% 35, 30%
44 Stk zhangfu 11 0, 33% 35, 63%
45 s} xi& ng 11 0, 33% 35, 96%

228



46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
7
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96

BN EDIEETIRES S

O I (@ &
[

JHIH

|0 x

o

A1
%

B
ML

o4

i
Jit
Sl
b
it
4y

157
K

RZ

EmENIAHIHEITS

T =
N—
=

5

W

I

i i

nei

ci

yao
hou

yé

qi

bai
jiu
cdi
nin
rén
duil
dao

71 ji
mén
jié jie
shuoé
\at

zho ng
guo
zhll

j1 nri
yi n

é nai
Xid ojie
gé 1
shd n
nidn
fu

sud

jI nsha n
a

jin

hd o
duo
gidn
ji ng
lingzhi
si

ri

he

Xid

si
quan
ka i
hui
yong
zhé n
ji
jian
ql ngér

229

DD OO OO N~~~ 1~~~ ~J00 000000 w00 O OO OO O

0, 33%
0, 33%
0, 33%
0, 33%
0, 33%
0, 33%
0, 33%
0, 30%
0, 30%
0, 30%
0, 30%
0, 30%
0, 30%
0, 30%
0, 30%
0, 27%
0, 27%
0, 27%
0, 27%
0, 27%
0, 27%
0, 24%
0, 24%
0, 24%
0, 24%
0, 24%
0, 24%
0, 24%
0, 21%
0,21%
0, 21%
0, 21%
0, 21%
0, 21%
0, 21%
0, 21%
0, 21%
0, 18%
0, 18%
0, 18%
0, 18%
0, 18%
0, 18%
0, 18%
0, 18%
0, 18%
0, 18%
0, 18%
0, 18%
0, 18%
0, 18%

36, 29%
36, 62%
36, 95%
37, 28%
37, 60%
37,93%
38, 26%
38, 56%
38, 86%
39, 16%
39, 46%
39, 76%
40, 05%
40, 35%
40, 65%
40, 92%
41, 19%
41, 46%
41, 73%
42, 00%
42, 26%
42, 50%
42, 74%
42, 98%
43, 22%
43, 46%
43, 70%
43, 94%
44, 15%
44, 35%
44, 56%
44, 77%
44, 98%
45, 19%
45, 40%
45, 61%
45, 82%
46, 00%
46, 18%
46, 36%
46, 54%
46, 71%
46, 89%
47,07%
47, 25%
47, 43%
47,61%
47, 79%
47,97%
48, 15%
48, 33%



CHINESE-ENGLISH GLOSSARY OF ENTIRE TEXT

Figfe g Bdishézhuan  the Story of the
White Snake (traditional Chinese opera)

W8 L k51 Eméi Shan Mount Emei
[Sichuan JY)!] Province]

i i min full;  satisfied; Man
[surname]

)4 W po a slope; sloping;
Singapore

Wy I gt ancient, old, age-old,

archaic; ancient times; {literature, art} of ancient
style, classical [like classical-style poetry];
{written} simple, honest, sincere; Gu [surname]
gic) 1t shi a tree; plant; set up,
establish (mostly of abstract things); a screen, a
partition; measure word for trees; Shu [surname]

153 i3 téng  rattan, cane; vine

& &= wan  vine, tendril (of trailing
plants)

#41 4Af1 yanshi arock

il i} jing  {botany} Chaste Tree,

Vitex agnus-castus [used in Chinese medicine
for gynecological conditions]; flogging staff made
of chaste tree twigs (used to administer
punishment); modest reference to one's wife; Jing
(ancient name of the State of Chu during the
Chiingit %4k Period (770 - 476 BCE)); Jing
[surname]

N 3 céng  collect, crowd together,
cluster; collection; crowd, group; thicket, clump,
grove, shrubbery, bush(es); {measure word} ...
patch(es) of ..., ... bush(es) of ... [used for grass,

plants, leaves etc. growing together]; Cong
[surname]
1 1 zai in, on, at; exist, be

present, be alive; be in a certain category or class
[as in zaisuSbumidin 7ETA% "is (one of those
things that is) unavoidable"]; Zai [surname]

5 bl yii with, and, together with;
give, offer; associate with, have contacts with;
support, assist, commend, praise; {written} wait
for, await

WAL RJE  shenchu depths, inner
reaches, recesses (of one's heart, a forest etc.)

#E 3 cdngzhehiding

JL 7% jT several, some, a few; how
many ...?

Ak i chli place; department, office;
{measure word} [used for places, location of
buildings etc., e.g. liding chu fdngzi
Wi iz s /Wi Ak 51 "houses in two locations"]

kg ME¢  sengyuan Buddhist
monastery
S SF#l si-guan Buddhist monasteries and

Taoist temples; temples

252

gy Ak y& open  country, field;
wilderness
i b dong hole, cavity, cave; deep

valley, canyon; hollow, void; {written} (used like
dong i) go through, arrive, reach, pierce,
penetrate; (of water, liquids) flow (down) rapidly,
gush out; {medical} diarrhoea; thorough(ly),
penetrating(ly), clear(ly), deep(ly); (when saying
digits over the phone) "zero" [used like ling %/O
"zero"]

B¢ R7C shuxué a hollow in a tree

XH JE#  zheli  here, this place

f£%  fE¥%  zhuzhe residing, living, staying

— — yi one, 1; alone; whole;
once ... ; [as a digit, often pronounced "yao" for

clarity of understanding]; Yi [surname]

A A wei  {measure word,
formal/polite}
lady/ladies/gentleman/gentlemen [used  for
persons]; place, position, location; status,

situation, position; be located; throne; {math}
digit, place; {physics} potential; Wei [surname]

= = béi (of colour) white; (of
daylight) bright, light; (of facts, the truth etc.)
clear; plain, blank, pure; in vain, for nothing,

futile, fruitless; free (of charge), gratis;
(politically) white [symbolizing a counter-
revolutionary or other undesirable political

orientation]; funeral; give sb. an unfriendly look;
{ethnology} the Bai national minority; Bai
[surname]; say, state, explain; {theatre} spoken
parts (in a Chinese opera etc.); {linguistics} (of
Chinese text) written wrong or mispronounced;
dialect; spoken (language), vernacular; colloquial
[vs literary]

L L shé  snake, serpent

b b jing  clever, sharp; refined,
choice; extract, essence; excellent, best; fine [in
contrast to rough, crude, coarse '"c@"; skilled,
proficient; vigor, energy; sperm; {medical}
essence (of life, reproduction etc.); polished white
rice

Hig  Hi  qingshé {zoology} eurypholis
major
#B #B dou all, both, every, in every

case; (when preceding shi &, indicates the cause
of sth. that happened) it's all because of ...;
(following a stressed subject, or in the pattern lidn
/3% -+ dou #f --+ ) even ..., already ... [as in dou

shiyi dign le! #+—EiT7/#+—miT! 'Its
eleven o'clock already!"]
= 2 shi am, is, are ... [equating

two things]; (in the pattern ;&---7&---) is it ...or is
it ...?; "Yes!"; "Right!"



Bt 1Bk xitlian practice asceticism,
practice self-cultivation (especially of a Taoist)
I I gian  thousand, 1,000;
thousands, great many; kilo-; Qian [surname]
= i nidn  year; yearly, annual; age;
period of life [like childhood, middle age]; age,
period [like of history]; harvest; New Year, lunar
New Year season; special items for New Year's
[like cakes, painting]; Nian [surname]
DLk BLE  yishangabove  (inclusive  in
Mainland usage, like "the commune level and
above"); above, more than, over, upwards; the
above (mentioned), the preceding
4] £ de {grammar} (as an
attributive suffix) "of a certain quality" [like xin de
fangzi Hi¥)5 T "a new house']; (as a possessive
suffix) "of" [like ta de zixingche
s F¥) F1AT B/ K 1474 "his bicycle']; (as a noun-
forming suffix) "the ... ones" [like y6u nidnqing de,
you ldo de HIFEREI, A LM/ AERN,AZEM
"there were young ones and old ones"]
il Al xian  immortal, celestial being;
celestial, heavenly; cent (a unit of US currency);
Sen (unit of Indonesian currency); Xian
[surname]; {euphemism} pass away
TP R G I JE R hifeng  hudnyl
("summon the wind and rain") control the
forces of nature; create trouble

AR LI 5L BRSO bianhudnmoce
unpredictable, changing constantly and

illusively

A4 A%H  bé&nling ability, (special) skill

+4> 4>  shifen very, fully, extremely; ten

points

T#  T1% lidode intensifier used at the end

of a sentence to express surprise, reproach or a
rhetorical question (often preceded by "hdi")

X 8 zhe this [mostly preceding a
measure word or number]
— yi one, 1; alone; whole;

once ... ; [as a digit, often pronounced "yao" for
clarity of understanding]; Yi [surname]

X iz zhe this [mostly preceding a
measure word or number]

—H —H yiri the first day of the month,
the 1st

H H 1 sun; day, daytime; daily,

on a daily basis, every day; the days, time; (short
for Ribén HA%) Japan; Japanese;

fifi] W  tamen they (third person plural,
feminine)

&F #JA  zhongyd at last, finally;
after all, in the final analysis

# # ao cook in boiling water,
boil, stew; {metaphor} be worn down by

worries/cares; despondent, discouraged, dejected
SEAME SFAME shoubuzhu be unable to
protect or preserve, maintain

TR WY dongfi cave mansion (dwelling
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place of spirits deep in the mountains)

7€ 7€ gao-hdnhigh and cold (areas)

Mz HZ bdiyiin white clouds

N N shén  deep; profound; dark (of
colour)

B fis| sud lock; chains, shackles
WE B2 jimd lonely; quiet; cold and
dreary

ST BAME jingbuzhu
cannot resist

unable to bear,

FUIE] FLE  f4njian the world of mortals
% % néan male, man; son; baron

[title in European nobility]; baron [the fifth of the
five ranks of nobility in feudal China of the past];
Nan [surname]

] 5 hiin  marry, wed; marriage,
wedding
5’8 u ntl woman, female; girl,

daughter; {Chinese astronomy} Nii [NU Xit %«1#
"Nii constellation", one of the Ershiba Xiu
—+/)\45 "28 Lunar Mansions of the Chinese
zodiac"]

23 23 jia (of a woman) marry, get
married; transfer, shift; pass on (blame, trouble
etc.) to sb. else

Wi I shijing marketplace, town (as a
modifier, has the implication of unsophisticated,
or having a limited life)

T % fdnhud flourishing, thriving,
bustling, lively, busy [as of a city, downtown area]
#HE FEE youhud lure,  entice,  tempt,
seduce; attract, fascinate

firfir ~ firfir  toutou stealthily, covertly
bt} W lid drip, trickle (down); a

drop/trickle (of water); slide (down), glide
(down); flee stealthily, slip away; smooth; {food}
quick-fry, saute in thickened sauce; {regionalism}
glance, take a look; along, alongside; very (much),
extremely; keep to the edge/side (of the road
etc.); avoid, dodge

W FWi xiashan descend from a mountain;
(of the sun) set; {mining} slanting mine gallery
not connecting through to the surface

x x qu go, go away, leave,
depart; get rid of, remove; [verb suffix indicating
movement to a place]

A4k %4k bianhuachange
z 5% bian  change; change into, turn
into; cause change, transform; changeable,

variable; sell off [like property]; major turn of
events

e tbAk huachéng turn into

F i chéng become, turn or change
into; fully developed, fully grown; successfully
finished; be all right, okay; achievement, fruits (of
work etc.); able, capable; in considerable numbers
or amounts; ready-made, established; 10% [e.g.
sanchéng —J§ means thirty percent]; Cheng
[surname]



Additional Notes
A. THE INDICES

This appendix contains the entire Chinese text of the White Snake story followed by
three indices:

e A Character Index with data on the frequency of occurrence of the Chinese
characters in the entire text;

e alist of Chinese characters according to their HSK! relevance;

e a Word List of all the Chinese words occurring in this text with data on their
frequency of occurrence.

Finally, there is a Chinese-English Word Glossary on the entire Chinese text of the White
Snake Story.

These appendices are primarily intended for use and reference by a teacher teaching this
text in class; and as such these appendix parts will be of less interest to the actual reader
and student.

Let us take a brief look at some of these appendix parts in more detail.

1. Character Index and Frequency of Occurrence
This index contains all the characters occurring in the text in that order as they appear in
the text. For each entry, the relative order sequence, the character itself, its Fanti
(traditional character) version, if any, is given as well as its Pinyin transcription, number
of occurrence, frequency rate, and accumulated frequency rate. Such data may help the
teacher to determine which characters are more frequent in occurrence and therefore
should have priority in being taught to students.

2. Characters of White Snake and their HSK Relevance
This index lists their order of occurrence in the text, the relevant character entry itself
and its corresponding Fanti version, its Pinyin transcription, the HSK rank, and the S-
rank.
The official HSK publication /K5 74540 k44 lists altogether 8,822 frequently
used words and 2,905 frequently used Chinese characters. They are sub-divided into the
following categories:

a. H - the first of 1,033 words from that list;
b. &£ - thesecond of 2,018 words from that list;
c. N - the third 2,0202 words from that list;

! “Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi”, official Chinese Language Proficiency exam in the People’s Republic of China. It has
three levels of difficulty: Basic, Elementary to Intermediate, and Advanced.
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