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Preface and Editor’s Note

This is Volume IIl of the Neijjing Series presenting
the complete original Chinese text of the Suwen,
Lingshu and Nanjing volumes. This volume fea-
tures a complete word annotation of the Chinese
words in the original texts of the Suwen, Lingshu
and Nanjing editions including Pinyin transcrip-
tion and pronunciation hints of the Chinese cha-
racters according to the standards of current
Putonghua (Mandarin o better ,Standard Chi-
nese) and English glosses of the Chinese terms
appearing in these texts.

In the English glosses, we have included shades
of meaning not only pertaining to classical usage
of such terms in the original texts themselves but
have taken care to also include such definitions
pertaining to contemporary usage in modern spo-
ken and written Standard Chinese. This as been
don with a view to indicate the various shades of
meaning for each term in a wider range of con-
texts, communicative settings, and literary gen-
res.

The lemmata, i.e. the Chinese entries in Chinese
characters are listed in this glossary in the order
of their appearance as we think that this would
be the most helpful arrangement for the user.

We hope that this volume may also prove useful
as a complementary study aid for those delving

into the original Chinese texts of the Neijjing.

Solingen / Berlin, March 2008

Muhammad Wolfgang G.A. Schmidt
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ginaltexten des Werkes.
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THE BOOK

The Madam White Snake Story is a famous Chi-
nese Folk Legend with a strong Daoist popular
touch and situational and cultural settings in the
Southern Song period (1127-1279) of Ancient
China. In this story, the White Snake and her youn-
ger sister Xiao Qing (Green Snake) enter the hu-
man world with a strong desire to share their life
with human beings. Madam White Snake finally
gets married to a male human being called Xu Xian.
All of them are involved in various adventures with
their adversary, the evil-minded monk Fahai, before
they succeed in locking him up in the Leifeng pa-
goda in Hangzhou (Zhejiang Province, Southeast
China) and only from that moment on can live pea-
cefully. The subject of this story has also been the
topic of Peking operas and various modern movies.

The text of this story has been made the basis of
this textbook on Chinese Reading Comprehension.
It is divided into 4 parts (Units), each of which is co-
vering a part of the text with Pinyin transcription
aids added above each Chinese character, an ex-
tensive Chinese-English Word Glossary, and Rea-
ding Comprehension Exercises with an Answer Key
added to it. The Appendix contains useful informa-
tion for teachers who want to use this text in class.
This print edition is complemented by a digital edi-
tion of the text containing the sound files of the Chi-
nese original text for supplementary training of Li-
stening Comprehension.

THE AUTHOR

Muhammad Schmidt, born 1950, graduated in Chi-
nese and African Studies, Linguistics, Traditional
Chinese Medicine, Theology and Religious Studies
from universities in Germany, France, USA and the
Far East with several Master and Doctorate de-
grees. He has gained rich teaching and research
experience at universities and colleges in Europe,
USA, Africa and the Far East over the past deca-
des. He is the author of numerous publications in-
cluding textbooks and other monographies in his
special areas of research and expertise. Today,
Schmidt is the Vice President of International Faith
Theological Seminary and University College of
which he is the original founder. He is also a wor-
king priest in the rank of Bishop in a setting of Angli-
can-based Free Churches.
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LAOZI DAODEJING
oder
Der Klassiker
vom Dao und vom De
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Der daoistische Klassiker des Laozi, das DAODEJING, ist
sicher einer der bedeutendsten und auch im Westen bekann-
testen und grundlegendsten Werke zur chinesischen Philo-
sophie. Gleichzeitig ist er auch eine in philosophische Form
gehillte praktische Anleitung zum Umgang mit der Natur,
zur eigenen Selbstfindung und inneren Ruhe, zu einer klugen
und weisen Politik, Befriedung der Gesellschaft, zur Gewalt-
losigkeit und Gelassenheit im Umgang mit den eher belasten-
den Dingen dieses Lebens in dieser Welt.
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Laozi Daodejing oder Der Klassiker
vom Dao und vom De

Aus dem klassisch-chinesischen Urtext
Ubersetzt
Mit Kommentar und vielen anderen Beigaben

Z

2

Nach der chinesischen He-Shang-Gong-
Originalfassung
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